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Solar Phantom continues successful tradition
by Alex Song
Thorn News Reporter
One year after Rose-Hulman's
fifth place finish in Sunrayce 97,
the Solar Phantom team is hard at
work pursuing even higher goals
for the future. Despite the fact
that 1998 is an off year between
Sunrayces, the team is remaining
productive. The team began the
summer with Rose-Hulman's first
ever victory in a solar car race.
The team also accepted an invita-
tion to preview the race route for
Sunrayce 99 and continued con-
struction of its newest vehicle,
Solar Phantom V.
The team began the summer
with its first victory ever in a
solar car race, the 385-mile
National Road Solar Car Rally
along historic U.S. 40. Beginning
on June 3 in Wheeling, WV, and
ending on June 6 in Terre Haute,
IN, the event included overnight
stops in Norwich, OH, Spring-
field, OH, and Avon, IN. Hosted
by Rose-Hulman, it was the sev-
enth solar car race that the team
has participated in since 1989.
According to senior mechanical
engineering major Rob Voll, also
the team officer responsible for
organizing the event, "The
National Road Solar Car Rally
was created to give veteran solar
car race teams a chance to race
[during] the off years between
Sunrayces and to encourage pro-
spective teams to participate in
solar car racing. ...Although
many of the teams invited were
unable to fully participate, it was
a good chance for everyone
involved to learn more about their
cars and teams."
Team leader - Dan Vialard
agreed that the informal race was
a good experience for those
involved. "The National Road
Solar Car Rally gave the newly
elected team leadership a chance
to compete in a race situation
before Sunrayce 99," commented
Vialard.
Upon the team's return to Terre
Haute, members had little time to
celebrate their victory before pre-
paring to leave for Washington,
D.C. Rose-Hulman, along with
veteran Sunrayce teams from
M.I.T. and Virginia Tech, were
asked by Sunrayce to preview and
test the practicality of the route
for Sunrayce 99. Although all
three teams would have been
financially reimbursed by Sun-
rayce, Rose Hulman was the only
team to accept the offer.
"Sunrayce chose Rose-Hulman
because we have a fast, reliable,
and well-engineered car, built
within the rules for the spirit of
competition, rather than pushing
the limits of what we can get
away with," commented Vialard.
The team started the review of
the tour on June 20 in downtown
Washington by displaying Solar
Phantom IV in front of the
Department of Energy headquar-
ters. The 1500 mile route began
the following day and ended ten
days later on June 30 at Disney
World 'in Orlando, Florida. Along
the way, the team stopped at
"Research Triangle," and the
Charlotte Motor Speedway in
North 'Carolina. Team members
also visited with several Rose-
Hulman alumni.
According to Vialard, the trip
brought much public relations
attention to Rose-Hulman, with
the team receiving excellent
local press coverage, including
being featured on the front page
of the Tampa Tribune. Although
the Solar Phantom was the only
vehicle tracing the route, -We ran
Some members of the Solar Phantom team pose with the Solar Phantom IV .on New Smyrna
Beach, Florida.
Moto couriesy of Jim. Meer
the route logistically as if it were
a race," commented Vialard, stat-
ing that the car ran entirely on
solar power, and the team fol-
lowed, all racing procedures.
According to sophomore electri-
cal engineering major Dave Dou-
berteen, team treasurer, "The
route seemed more challenging
than previous routes, because of
the long days and hilly terrain."
For both the National Road
Solar Car Rally and the Sunrayce
99 preview run, the team used
Solar Phantom IV, the same car
that established the team on a
national level when it placed a
respectable fifth place out of 36
teams in Sunrayce 97.
Built during the fall and winter
of 1996, Solar Phantom IV is the
team's fourth solar car since
1989. The 700-pound car has a
frame and body constructed out
of carbon fiber reinforced with
Nomex. honeycomb material.
Powered by an array of 773 solar"
cells producing 1000 watts, the





died in a freak car accident, a
premature end to the life of a
good young man. On June 11,
Bryan was travelling on Inter-
state 70 near Terre Haute when
an 82-year-old motorist drove the
wrong way on the highway and
slammed head-on into Bryan's
car. The accident has touched the
lives of many people.
Bryan was Sports Information
Director since 1994 and also
worked as the Assistant Director
of Communications. Bryan was
always professional and friendly
in dealing with the media. He
was also special because he
focused attention on Rose's ath-
letes or teams rather than himself.
Bryan was to leave Rose in
July and become the director for
the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes in Bloomington, Indiana.
Bryan told David Hughes of the
Tribune star that the four years
he had at Rose "were extremely
enjoyable...I thoroughly enjoyed
the school and the Division III
atmosphere and Terre Haute. It's
tough to leave Rose."
Bryan did not limit his task of
being the Sports Information
Director. Bryan occasionally did
radio play-by-plays for Rose
sporting events. He also
announced some of the games at
Rose. If that wasn't enough, in
1996 Bryan also helped the ath-
letic department develop their
Internet website.
The athletic department truly
misses Bryan. "He did a heck of a
great job,", athletic director and
football coach Scott Duncan
stated. He did quality work and
he did it timely. He was a good
writer."
Bryan, who lived in Marshall,
Illinois,- is survived by his wife,
Angela M. Clark Bryan, an infant
daughter, Micah Marie Bryan, his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Bryan,
and a brother, Danny Bryan-.
A special fund has been set
aside for the widow and the six-
month-old daughter of Bryan.
The Darin Michael Bryan Memo-
rial Fund has been established at
the First National Bank of Mar-
shall, 215 N. Michigan, Marshall,
II, 62441.
As a special note, I would like
to say that I personally worked
with Darmn. at the volleyball and
basketball games last year, and I
will truly miss him. There are not
many people that I know in the
world that art: SQ polite, he/NW,
and dedicated in their work. My
heart goes out to Ins family, 
car can run indefinitely as long as
there is sun. With its twelve
horsepower motor mounted
directly to the single rear •wheel,
the car recently achieved a speed.' 
of 82 miles per hour while driv-
ing through Virginia.
The Solar Phantom team ig cur-
rently at work constructing Solar
Phantom V in response to
changes in the Sunrayce rules for
1999. While three-wheeled vehi-
cles were allowed in Sunrayce 97,
vehicles with single rear wheels
are banned from -Sunrayce 99 for
safety concerns. 'Much progress
was made over the summer in the
fabrication of molds for the frame
of Solar Phantom V and develop-
ment of its electrical systems.
Among many improvements, the
new car will have a smaller fron-
tal area and tighter scams, both
problems for cars built in the past.
As a result of the data collected
from the trial run, Sunrayce
decided to shorten the • route to
1,300 miles and nine days,
although the race will still start in
Washington, D.C. and end in
Orlando, Florida. In contrast to
Sunrayce 97, with its east-west
route running through the Mid-
western states, Sunrayce 99 will
travel from north to south along
the east coast. It will start June
20, 1999 from the steps of the
U.S. Capitol Building.
Sunrayce is a biennial intercol-
legiate cross-country solar car
road race held during odd-num-
bered years. The Solar Phantom
team has raced in all of the previ-
ous foul' Sunrayces since 1990.
and it has consistently improved
its standings. . -
Interested students are invited
to attend meetings held on-Tues-
days at 7 p.m. in room El 04.
The National Road Solar Car








Last year, an acoustic enter-
tainer visited our campus and
struck us all with lasting mem-
ories of one of the best enter-
tainers to visit Rose-Hultilan
since their initial first day on
the campus. That's quite a deal
to write home about, much less
write the Thorn.
Excited yet? You should be,
because your Student Activi-
ties Board (S.A.B.) is bringing
him • back. Numerous recent
awards include: -Campus
Entertainer of the Year," -Best
Music Act-Small •Venue,"
"America's Best, Acoustic
- Act," and even "The Harry
Chapin • Award," including
many many more... Who. is this
guy you say? The name: Mike
Rayburn. He's succeeding in
wrapping himself up in a lot of
awards and capturing the enter-
taining sensation front • many
critics (which is not always the
most feasible task to conquer).-
One might call him -the .best
opening act S.A.B. could have
surmised; and they'd be pretty
darn close. The best part about
this whole shin-dig is that it's
totally free! Mike Rayburn will
be performing for Rose-Hul-
man this Friday (that's today)
at 8:00 P.M in Wench Audito-
rium. Come out and be a 'park of
some great entertainment on
us. If you'd like to find out
how to .become a part of the
group that decides who fre-
quents our campus, show up to
the next S.A.B. meeting on
Thursday, September 10 at
7:00 P.M. in the Conference
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Friday, September 4
• SAB Show: Comedian Mike
Rayburn




• Rose vs. Washington University, 1:30 p.m.




• Student Activities Board Show, Comedian Mike
Rayburn. Vonderschmitt Dining Room. 8 p.m.
• Athletic Hall Of Fame Reception. Larry Bird's
Homecourt Hotel. 8:30-10:30 p.m.
• Downtown Merchants Party In The Streets.
Downtown. Noon To 8 p.m.
• Men•s Soccer. vs. North Central College. at Anderson
Tournament. 2 p.m.
• Women's Volleyball. at Kenyon College Tournament,
Gambier. Ohio
• Men's Cross Country. at Anderson Invitational.
Anderson. Ind.. 4:30 p.m.
• Women's Tennis. at Franklin College. Franklin, Ind.,
5 p.m.
Saturday-, •September 5
• Student Activities Office Show. Mentalist Chris
Carter. Vonderschmitt Dining Room. 8 p.m.
• Football. Washington University. Phil Brown Field.
1:30 p.m. (Broadcast On WJSH-AM. 1300. 1:15
P.11.)
• Women's Volleyball. at Kenyon College Tournament.
Gambier. Ohio
• Men's Soccer. vs. Blackburn College. at Anderson
Tournament. I I a.m.
• Women's Cross Country. at Hokum Karen) Meet,
Crawfordsville. II: IS a.m.
• Women's Tennis. Knox College & Indiana Univ.-
Southeast. Rea Park. 9 a.m.
September 6 - 12
Sunday, September 6
• Rose Family Picnic. Larrison Pavillon. Deming Park.
4 p.m.
• Resident's Hall Association Movie. "Good Will
Hunting.- Moench Hall Quadrangle. 8 p.m.
Monday, September 7
• Labor Day. Classes In Session
• Come on. did you really think we would get classes
off today?
Sept. 6 - Sept. 12 (continued)
• Registration Deadline For Fall Quarter Classes. 4 p.m.
Tuesday, September 8
• Career Services' Resume Workshop, PA Room.
Holman Union. 4 p.m.
• Career Services' Techniques Workshop (For
Mechanical Engineering Majors), Kahn Room,
Hulman Union, 6 p.m.
• Volleyball. Elmhurst College, Hulbert Arena, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, September 9
• Final Date To Add A Class
• President's Administrative Council. Kahn Room,
Hulman Union, 8 a.m.
Thursday, September 10
• Career Services' Techniques Workshop (For
Electrical Engineering Majors), Kahn Room, Hulman
Union. 4:30 p.m.
• Women's Tennis, at Taylor University, Upland, Ind.,
5 p.m.
Friday, September 11
• Volleyball, Rose-Hulman Invitational, Sports &
Recreation Center;
• Rose-Hulman vs. IU-Southeast, 7 p.m.
• Oakland City vs. Lincoln Christian, 7 p.m
• Illinois Inst. of Tech. vs. Alma College. 7 p.m.
• Wilmington College vs. Marian College, 7 p.m.
• Rose-Hulman vs. Alma College, 9 p.m.
• IU-Southeast vs. Illinois Inst. of Tech.. 9 p.m.
• Lincoln Christian vs. Wilmington College, 9 p.m.
• Oakland City vs. Marian College, 9 p.m.
.Saturday, September 12
• Football, at Univ. of the South, Sewanee, Tenn., 1:30
p.m. (Broadcast On WJSH-AM. 13(X). 1:15 p.m.)
• Men's Soccer. Principia College, Jim Rendel Field, 3
p.m.
• Volleyball. Rose-Hulman Invitational, Sports &
Recreation Center:
• Rose-Hulman vs. Illinois Inst. of Tech., 10 a.m.
• Oakland City vs. Wilmington College, 10 a.m.
• Ill-Southeast vs. Alma College, 10 a.m.
• Lincoln Christian vs. Marian College. 10 a.m.
• Championship Match. Noon
• Women's Cross Country, at Hanover
Invitational. Hanover. Ind., 10 a.m.
• Women's Tennis, at Univ. of Southern
Indiana, Evansville, 3 p.m.
• Outdoor Mass. Hulman Union, 6 p.m.
The budget-mm e choc
account choice front
NO MONTHLY FEE, regardless of your balance, if 10
or fewer checks appear on your monthly statement. Each
check over ten costs just 25 cents.
OUR ORGANIZER STATEMENT, a complete, concise
monthly record of your checking account activity. Your
cancelled checks are filed at the bank for safekeeping.
No Frills is perfect for singles, students, or anyone who needs
a simple, low- or no-cost checking account. Ask about it at any





September 13 - 19
Sunday, September 13
• Retirement Dinner For Bettie Evinger.
Hulman Union. 6 p.m.
• Alpha Phi Omega Information Session.
Hulman Union. TBA
• Men's Soccer. Hanover College. Jim Rendel
Field. 3.p.m.
• Women's Tennis. Rose-Hulman Invitational.
Rea Park. 9 a.m.
Monday, September 14
• Career Services' Techniques Workshop (For
Mechanical Engineering Majors). Kahn
Rooms, Hulman Union. 4:30 p.m.
• Company Information Session: Frito-Lay,
Faculty•Staff Dining Room. Hulman Union.
6-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 15
• C'areer Services' Techniques Workshop (For
Sept. 16 - Sept. 19 (continued)
Computer Science/Computer Engineering Majors),
Kahn Rooms, Hulman Union, 4:30 p.m.
• Career Services' Resume Workshop, Kahn Rooms,
Hulman Union, 6 p.m.
• Volleyball, at Indiana Wesleyan Univ., Marion, Ind.,
7 p.m.
• Women's Soccer Club, Hanover College, Jim Rendel
Field, 4:30 p.m.
• Women's Tennis, Anderson University, Rea Park,
3:30 p.m.
• CS majors: Who's General Failure, and why is he
reading drive C?
Wednesday, September 16
• President's Administrative Council, Kahn Room,
Hulman Union, 8 a.m.
• Career Services' Techniques Workshop (Chemical
Engineering Majors), Kahn Rooms, Hulman Union,
12:40 p.m.
• Career Services' Techniques Workshop
Engineering Majors), Kahn Rooms, Hulman Union,
4:30 p.m.
• Career Services' Techniques Workshop (Student-
Athletes), Kahn Rooms, Hulman Union, 7:30 p.m.
• Women's Club Welcome Coffee, Joy Hulbert's Home,
7:30 p.m.
• Men's Soccer, Earlhatri College, Jim Rendel Field, 4
p.m.
Thursday, September 17
• Men's Soccer, Earlham College, Jim Rendel Field, 4
p.m.
• Company Information Sessions: Guidant, Hulman
Union, 6-8 p.m.; Naval Surface Warfare Center,
Hulman Union, 7:30-9 p.m.
Friday, September 18
• Admissions On Campus Day, Hulman Union, Kahn
'Rooms, 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, September 19
• Fine Arts Series, "The Singing Hoosiers," Moench
Hall Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
• Football, at University of Chicago, 1:30 p.m.
(Broadcast On WJSH-AM, 1300, At 1:15 p.m.)
• Men's Soccer, at Manchester College, North
Manchester, 2 p.m.
• Men's & Women's Cross Country, at Principia
Invitational, Elsah, Ill., I I a.m.
Submissions To
Campus Events
Events may be published in Campus
Events by any organization or individual.
Information on club meetings, lectures/
speeches, and athletic events, including
announcements of times and locations
may be submitted to Campus Calendar,
in care of Dale Long, associate director
of communications, at Box 14 or
extension 8418. More detailed articles
containing plans, agendas, and specific
information should be submitted to the
Rose Thorn.
All submissions must be made by
Wednesday, at noon, in order to be
published in Campus Events in the Rose
Thorn on Friday.
238.6000 Toll Free: 1.800-511.0045 • 24-Hour Automated Account Information: 238-OPEN (6736)




World stock markets faced a
dramatic drop when news of
Russia's financial woes and
political instability arose. In
the U.S., the Dow Jones
industrials dropped by 357
points, a 4% drop. The effect
was more pronounced in
Latin America, which suf-
fered a 17% drop.
Hurricane Bonnie died out
quietly. Over 400,000 people




involvement in the bombing
of the U.S. embassy in
Kenya. He also testified that
he had extensive training at





grounded for a third day due
to a pilot strike. The pilots
were demanding higher
wages, more benefits, and job
security.
Russians scrambled to trade
in rubles for U.S. dollars as
rubles become deflated.
September 1, 1998
The Dow Jones Industrial
Average dropped another 6%
as investors went into a sell-
ing frenzy.
North Korea began firing
test missiles over Japanese
territory, evoking fear of
increasing North Korea's
long-range missile capability.
-Titanic- was released on
video.
September 2, 1998
The Dow Jones Industrial
Average went up by 288
points or 3.8 %.
Tropical storm Earl had the
potential to become a hurri-
cane as it approached Louisi-
ana and Mississippi.
September 3, 1998
The Food and Drug Admin-
istration allowed the selling
of Tamoxifen and Herceptin.
The drugs help reduce and
block the growth of breast
cancer.
Air Canada pilots also went
on strike as Northwest pilots
continued into the sixth day
of their strike. Northwest had
laid off 27,500 employees for
Labor Day.
The Pentagon spent $3.2
billion on THAAD, Theater
High Altitude Area Defense,
an anti-missile system that
had just failed five separate
tests to shoot down higher
flying missiles. The defective
system will take more than
three years to fix. In the
meantime, the Pentagon still
has $10.8 billion to spend,
since the budget was set at
$14 billion.




the Student Services department
a hectic workload this past sum-
mer. This year's freshman class
came in at 429 strong, plus 15
additional transfer students. The
massive class size put a heavy
strain on Pete Gustafson, the
housing coordinator, Assistant
Vice President of Student
Affairs, Associate Dean of Stu-
dents, and all around nice guy.
The dilemma gave him a good
lesson in how to pack the student
body like packing a can of tuna.
"We have them wherever I can
put them," commented
Gustafson.
Normally the housing avail-
ability on campus resides at 683
spaces. "That's where we like to
be at [683 spaces]," said
Gustafson.
However, the unexpected
enthusiasm for attending Rose-
Hulman became evident when
429 prospective students sent in
their acceptance to attend Rose,
which led Gustafson on a scram-
ble to find 716 spaces.
At one point during the hous-
ing assignment, Gustafson had
up to 40 groups of three students
assigned to share a normal two-
person room. Fortunately, there
was little demand for housing in
Deming Attic, which has a long
tradition of housing upper class-
men only; so Gustafson moved
several groups of freshmen to
the attic. Currently, there are 19
three-person groups scattered
throughout campus, including
Deming and BSB. All rooms in
Deming were doubled to accom-
modate the additional students.
Around campus, two houses
were repaired and put to use.
One is the old security house
next to Bigfoot. The house was
converted to accommodate six
people. A lodge in the back
woods was also repaired, and
five members of the Solar Phan-
tom team are currently - residing
there. -
Rose also rented out nine
apartments at Village Quarter to
house 23 upperclassmen and
used six of its own apartments at
Lost Creek to house twelve other
students.
Rose also owns' several houses
further down from Bigfoot. Of
those houses, one is rented out to
the Chi Omega sorority and the
other is the house for interna-
tional students.
In all, Gustafson said that
Rose is responsible for 771 peo-
ple obtaining housing on and off
C ampus.
Gustafson said that next year
might be another crowded year,
as another large freshmen class
is anticipated.
Rose had already put in a
funding request with the Lilly
Foundation for five million dol-
lars to put up a new residence
hall to house sophomores.
Gustafson dispelled the idea
that Rose is accepting a large
freshmen class to push the Lilly
Foundation and the Executive
Board to build another residence
hall, saying that the plan for the
new residence halt has been in
existence for a long time.
"We had a plan (for the new
residence hall) but it had nothing
to do with population," said
Gustafson.
Gustafson said the new resi-
dence hall could cost up to $7.5
million, but the school is only
asking for $5 million.
Furthermore, the Foundation
will not make a decision until
November, and then it would
probably be another two years
before the residence hall will be
built.
Rose received 3,194 applica-
tions for admission to the 1998
freshman class. Of those, 22 stu-
dents had a perfect 800. on the
mathematics portion of the SAT,
and 15 received an 800 on the
verbal portion.. There are 66
women in the freshman class.
Properties with the college student in mind
9 and 12 month leases available
640 S 7th St. 4 bedroom house
9 mo.: $630 + util., 12 mo.: $550 + util.
1217 S 19th St. 3 bedroom part. furn. apt.
9 mo.: $565 + elec., 12 mo.: $500 + elec.
1601 S 9th St. #2 2 bedroom part. furn. apt.
9 mo.: $375 FREE util., 12 mo.: $350 FREE util.
825 S 19th St. 4+ bedroom part. furn. house
9 mo.: $625 + util., 12 mo.: $525 + util.
9 mo.: $420 + elec., 12 mo.: $395 + elec.






Freshmen were asked about their impressions
of their first day of classes at Rose.
"Everyone is real cool around here. And I like the
laptops."
-Angelica Marsala
'Everything was more organized than high
school. Everyone is here to learn, unlike high
school."
-Joel Smith
-I like it. The teachers I had were cool. I zun not a
morning person; I enjoy evening classes."
- Chris Burton
It was great. I thought I was going to be lost, but I
found all of my classes on time. It's good that
Rose is not big."
-Melba Lucas
"It's what I expected it to be. It's more last-paced.
but I enjoy it-
-Christie Shadrach
"It's awesome because class doesn't start till
noon."
-Nathan Lockhart
"It's cool. It's good. It's livable."
-Karen Fuhrmann
"I'm !wining different cultures from my different
professors, it's really cool. Rut books are so
expensive!"
-Kylee Smidler




Start your career off on the right foot by enrolling in the Air Force
Officer Training School. There you will become a commissioned
officer in just 12 weeks. From the start you'll enjoy great pay,
complete medical and dental care, 30 days of vacation each year,
plus the opportunity to travel and
see the world. To discover how high
a career in the Air Force can take
you, call 1-800-423-USAF, or visit
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Sugar and spice and everything nice
Mark Macon
Thorn Columnist
Just look at them, walking
around and tossing their long, soft
curls from shoulder to shoul-
der...teasing me. Yeah. I see you
girls looking, and you know I'm
looking back! Cha-Ching! Wham!
Zap! Ka-PoW!
I couldn't let the "Men vs.
. Women" issue slide past my dis-
cerning eye. Now, it's finally time
for me to voice My opinion of the
opposite sex. Those of you who
already convinced that I'M going
to talk about women's inferiority
to men, how they're weaker, less
intelligent, and only exist to serve
their male superior, you're dead
wrong. What I would like to do is
take this socially influential tool
and use it to define woman.
Woman -the woe of
man. noun
To a spry, young fellow, like
myself, woman is heartache. She
knows she is sought after as the
most valuable commodity on the
male ego market. Yet, as time
passes and their looks fade, they
turn around and look for some
rich man to stippok them finan-
cially and emotionally. Ultimate-
ly. those men take every available
advantage of the Women all be-
cause they were rejected in their
youth.
So women should give in at a
reasonable age. They should
choose men who will be 'both at-
tractive and successful, and start
building relations with them. This
way, when everyone comes back
for their ten year reunions and the
rich, corporate executives feast
their • eyes on the homely girls,
who were once ,members of the
homecoming court, they will treat
them well.
Guys, you know what I'm talk-
ing about. Most of us are going to
be a hot commodity someday, and
only those girls who treated us
nicely will survive.. And once the
foreshadowed event occurs?!
You gentlemen are going to treat
your ladies well.
Women are beautiful: every-
thing about them seems to be the
appropriate supplement to a man.
They're both opposite. and similar,
if that makes any sense. They're
pleasing to the eye. They have
faces that keep you from turning
away and eyes that let you see
God. Their hair is soft and thick
and it smells more magnificent
than clean air...or even barbeque!
Their bodies are warm and per-
sonify the word comfort.
They care about us and pro-
vide us with intellectual conversa-
tion. They see into things that
excite us. and try to do everything
-within their ethical standards to
make our dreams come true. They
want us to be happy. even through
those times we don't want that for
ourselves.
What's more, you could be
holding a woman and gradually
fall asleep in her arms. You
drearn about them because they're
pleasing to every one of your
senses. 'there is nothing that can
keep us from them. The overall
force of their person, the angelic
voice, warm hands, confidence,
intense virtue and ability to take
your concerns to a significant lev-
el, makes you fear not ever being
able to experience it.
But even though they need us,
too, it is important to treat them
well. Don't you dare hurt them:
don't you dare abuse them. Don't
cheat on them: if you're unhappy.
be fair to them and leave.. Some-
times you get involved, and it just
won't feel right.. You have no
right to be with them if you cannot
give them the full amount of love
they deserve.
Women need to be taken care
of until some higher power wipes
away the stereotype and officially
declares men and women forever
equal. It is a man's duty to look
out for them and protect them
from the weak minded individuals
that insult the rest of us by calling
themselves men. No man finds it
necessary to violate the astound-
ing image of woman. For the fact
remains that we can only feel truly
secure if we are sharing in the se-
curity of the only creature we
could ever love (legally, anyway).
The Rose Thorn
• 5500 Wabash Avenue
Terre Haute, Indiana 47803-3999
Phone: (812) 877-8255
• Fax: (812) 877-8166
"Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community
informed by providing an accurate and .
dependable source for news and information."
Editorial and Administrative Staff:
Editor-in-Chief Peter Anderson
News Editor Beth Bateman
Features Editor - Travis Holler
Opinions Editor Michelle Perez
Sports Editor Don Cole
Photo Editor John Straigis
Campus Editor Kevin Kaminski
Copy Editor Chris Chung
Business Manager Chris Chung, Matt Walter
Webmaster Kevin Kaminski
• Advisor David Piker 
The Rose Thorn welcomes letters and comments from its readers. We
request that all letters to the —.;11;reps• 300 words long. The editors
reserve the right to edit eit, ft4: and length (if over 300
words). All letters to t coniairk 's signature, class year
and phone number. luttssions will be cnflid before publication.
Letters may be sent l, -Ironic mail to Thorn@Ast-Vulman.Edu, but still
must contain the srper'l phone - number for cdnflrauon. For prompt
publication letters skmuld .be t;r`Oewritten or:prime miputer. All letters
for an issue of the Thr,,tir*iti5t be received befor,s, in the Tuesday prior
to publication ½ vt'f
We would like to o(..Vetr teaslers tliafltivViews expressed in the
Thorn do not necessarily sent We vpinii)9,eot anyone other than the
original author.
Web Page: hilpihvww.rose-hubrefoudulUsersIgroupsiThornINTMIfindexhirn1
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To tell you the truth, I'm not
sure what initially sparked my
interest in trebuchets. But for
some reason, around a month ago
I began searching the Internet for
information about these incredi-
ble medieval weapons of war. I
soon stumbled upon a couple of
articles by columnist Dave Barry
and learned about two guys from
my home town of Fort Worth, TX
and their plans to build what will
be the largest trebuchet in the his-
tory of mankind.
First used around the year 800
A.D., the trebuchet was the most
powerful weapon of the middle
ages, capable of hurling projec-
tiles weighing several hundred
pounds to distances as much as
three hundred yards. Basically a
giant lever, the trebuchet uses the
energy of a massive falling coun-
terweight to fling a projectile that
is held in a sling attached to the
end of a long throwing arm.
Medieval armies built these
massive wooden weapons on site
during sieges in order to lob dead
horses, decapitated heads of
ambassadors, and other heavy
projectiles over castle walls to
demoralize the enemy. It is said
that in a time when soldiers wore
metal armor and fought with
swords and arrows, the trebuchet
was the "atomic bomb of war-
fare." It remained so until it was
replaced by huge cannons of the
15th century.
Half a millennium later a den-
tist named John Quincy and an
engineer named Richard Clif-
ford, have teamed up to pursue
their common interest in lobbing
large objects with medieval tech-
nology. Their ultimate goal is to
build "Thor," a proposed tre-
buchet that would actually be
capable of hurling a 1962 Buick
farther than most professional
golfers can drive a golf ball.
Intrigued, I. paid Quincy a
visit two weeks ago since I only
live fifteen minutes away from
his dental office in downtown
Fort Worth. A burly guy with a
large mustache, he led me to an
inside office where he sat down in
front of a wall of diplomas and an
autographed poster of the Dallas
Cowboy cheerleaders. He then
told me about the history of his
project, including the toiletbowl-
hurling "Baby Thor," and his
future plans for building "Thor,"
the Buick-hurling wonder.
The two Texans got the idea
for their project from an English-
man by the name of Hew
Kennedy, an eccentric million-
aire generally regarded as "the
father of modern catapulting."
Several years ago Kennedy built a
large trebuchet which has since
flung over sixty pianos, a half
dozen cars, dead horses, dead
cows, and several 500 pound
dead pigs, ,some wearing para-
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chutes. One of his devices even
hurled pianos and coffins for two
1992 episodes of "Northern
Exposure."
After reading about Kennedy
four years ago, Quincy and Clif-
ford flew to England to meet him
in person at his mansion in Shrop-
shire England. "Hew and some
other guys dressed up in medieval
costumes and then proceeded to
hurl a piano about a hundred
yards through the air," Quincy
told me with a beaming smile.
Watching the man relate his tale, I
could tell that it was a powerful
inspirational experience for him.
He and Clifford came back to
the United States pumped with
enough adrenaline, to build their
own trebuchet.- Because "every-
thing is bigger in Texas," they
were determined that their medi-
eval war weapon would be the
largest in the history of mankind.
I chatted with the dentist in
his office for a half hour before
we decided to drive to his sprawl-
ing ranch twelve miles west of
Fort Worth. Following his Cadil-
lac out of town, we eventually
ended up on a long skinny wind-
ing road surrounded on both sides
by wide open spaces and grazing
horses. When that road came to a
dead end, we turned onto the
driveway of his ninety acre ranch.
Quincy explained that he and
Clifford built increasing larger
devices With the design eventu-
ally evolving into Baby Thor. His
front yard, the size of two football
fields, is dominated by the tower-
ing medieval weapon and serves
as its firing range.
Exactly one hundred yards
away from the device stands a
wooden board with a crude bulls-
eye painted on it. "Baby Thor is
quite accurate," Quincy informed
me, "usually throwing within five
yards of the target." Stating the
obvious, he added "The target
must be replaced every time the






































picked up down range."
Examining Baby Thor up
close in its un-cocked position, I
noticed its drink-cooler sized
counterweight hanging from a
huge fulcrum. Giving the weight
a strong kick, I was barely able to
get it swinging. Quincy laughed,
informing me that it weighed
2200 pounds or slightly more
than my car.
Before firing, the massive
weight is raised about fifteen feet
by a winch, and the throwing arm
is held cocked with a hook on the
ground. When the weight falls it
sends the 25 foot lever arm in a
huge arc with enough force to
fling commodes an average dis-
tance of one and a half football
fields. I stood in speechless awe
as he spouted out the distance fig-
ures of the various objects that
have taken flight on his property.
"We used to have hurlings
every weekend. Bus loads of boy
scouts and school students would
come to watch, in addition to the
media. We've had just about
everyone here to witness Baby





America, CNN, NBC Nightly
News, NPR, and Sports illus-
trated, not to mention eveiy local
television and radio show." Two
years ago he even received a call
from David Letterman of the
"Late Show."
Of course Baby Thor is only
the practice run for . the much
larger, yet-to-be-built trebuchet,
Thor. When construction of the
world's largest medieval hurling
device is finally complete in a
couple of years, Thor will stand
an incredible 42 feet at the ful-
crum and have an enormous 100
foot throwing arm powered by a
massive 27 ton counterweight.
It's firing range will run parallel
to, but dwarf that of Baby Thor.
Despite having enough land
for his hobby, Quincy's "big"
project has been delayed by a
couple • of stumbling blocks.
"Hurling a car several hundred-,
yards through the air is not cov-
ered under home owner's insur-
ance. We'd have to buy 'event'


































Buick about 400 yards. Some
quick calculations of my own
brought about the realization that
this is ten times the distance of
the Wright brothers' first airplane
flight in 1903. He stressed that,
after the car is finally launched,
he is going to leave it wherever it
lands.
Quincy later clarified that his
hurl ings wouldn't be limited
strictly to 1962 Buicks, but "any
of the older Buicks with the big
grills. We like them because they
look more impressive." He has
already had at least one vintage
Buick donated by a hurling fan.
For liability reasons, the den-
tist will conduct future hurl ings in
private for friends and family
only, without the presence of
large crowds or the media. I
didn't want to pass up the rare
opportunity to see medieval tech-
nology fling a full size car a quar-
ter mile through the air, so I
exchanged e-mail addresses and
phone numbers with the man. He
promised to give me a call when
construction of "Thor" is com-
plete, and the 1962 Buick is ready
for it's maiden flight.
• Before I left, Quincy gave me
a bizarre souvenir, a bowling ball
used as a projectile for Baby
Thor. Severely cracked with huge
chunks missing out of it,the pur-
ple ball had the - appearance of
having been shot out of a cannon
into a concrete wall. I cleaned the
dirt off of it, delicately put it in
my car, and drove off.
As I left John Quincy's ranch
and watched the towering .medi-
eval. weapon of war grow smaller
in- my rear view mirror, I knew
that Baby Thor would . soon be
overshadowed by. it's soon-to-be-
born bigger brother. I knew that
the grazing horses and cows of
nearby ranches would one day
witness a Buick take a 400 yard
flight, and I wondered if they
would care. I knew I would.
Driving home I realized that this
dentist, his . buddies, and their
shared adolescent .passion for a
hobby, reminded me-of the feel-
ing I had as a kid when I decided 1
wanted to become an engineer.
• .
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New season kicks off against an old foe
by Don Cole
Thorn Sports Editor
The Rose-Hulman Engineers' foot-
ball squad kicks off the new season
against an old opponent, Washington
University in St. Louis, this Saturday at
Cook Stadium.
This 1-70 rivalry reaches into the
early days of the Institute's football
program: the first contest between these
two teams was in 1901. with Washing-
ton winning 2-0.
The Bears have held the Engineers in
check ever since. winning sixteen out of
the 25 games. Rose has won eight
matches. and there was 0-0 tie in 1905.
Recently. the Bears posses a six-game
winning streak over the home team.
outscoring Rose by a total of 161-86.
and beating the Engineers 21-0 last
year.
Last years matchup. in St. Louis.
saw admirable play by the Engineer
defense and a 150 yard rushing perfor-
mance by the running hack
Ricky Arnold.
In - fact. what sticks out about the
game most in head coach Scott Dun-
can's- mind was that. "...we had it good
enough Wan) to win." Missed opportu-
nities on offense crippled the squad,
however. and the Bears made the Engi-
Head coach Scott Duncan instructs his team during the final day of scrimmage
before Saturday's game against Washington.
neers pay for their mistakes.
"They had a good defensive line,"
recalls Duncan of last year's game and
films of the Bears. This same defensive
line is essentially the same that they
faced last year in St. Louis.
There is a bright spot. however. A
couple of wide receivers and last year's
starting quarterback have all graduated
head Coach Brenda Davis (left) poses for the camera with the 1998 Engineer
women's volleyball team.The team features five returning members and five
newcomers. photo courtesy Kevin Lanke
SHARP RATS, L_L_C FOR RENT
Very Nice 6 Bedroom house for rent.
" 1221 S 6th St,
Central Air, dishwasher, washer and drer.
Rent negotiable.
Call Sharp Flats, 877-1146
Looking for a church?
Memorial United Methodist
2701 Poplar Street
(across the street from 11eado‘ss \NM
invites you to worship at 9 a.m.
Van pick-up at 8:45 a.m. in Hadley Circle.
Call church office before 8 a.m., 234-0776
Sunday School class for college/post high school at 10
a.m.
all of whom were among the best play-
ers on the team. This year, the Bears
have a platoon situation at the quarter-
back spot that the Engineers hope to
take advantage of.
However, both teams are essentially
flying blind, with no current films of
each other to look at. "We'll be getting
a feel for each other in the first quar-
ter." emphasized Duncan.
Of last year's starting lineup, eight
offensive starters return to the Engineer
team, including quarterback Eric
Hyten, who needs 94 rushing yards and
802 passing yards to be the first man in
Rose-Hulman history to rush for 2.000
yards and pass for 3,000.
Other key offensive starters include
the aforementioned Arnold and wide
receiver Jon Harris, who amassed 53
receptions last season, the second most
in school history. The offensive line is
anchored by junior center Brad Chel-
ton, an All-Region candidate.
The defensive unit also contains
some notable veterans, including
senior linebacker Bryan Hagelskamp
and junior defensive lineman Jon Huls-
man, both of whom garnered honors
last season. Hagelskamp was named
All-Academic North Region and Huls-
man was named to his second straight
All-North Region team.
"This game is very special to both the
players and the coaches," added Dun-
can, noting that this is the annual Hall
of Fame game. Past athletes and former
Sports Information Director Darin
Bryan will all be inducted into the
Engineer Hall of Fame at halftime.
"We just want to put on a good show
for them," Duncan said of the induct-
ees.
Quality, not quantity, key
to volleyball team this year
by Don Cole
Thorn Sports Editor
Gambier, Ohio will witness the debut of
this year's Engineer volleyball squad. The
team will be competing at- the Kenyon Col-
lege Invitational Tournament this Friday and
Saturday.
The Invitational consists of nine other
teams, including Capital and Mt. Vernon -
Nazareth, both of whom -Rose plays on Fri-
day night. The other teams there are Ohio
Dominican. Kenyon, Albion, Defiance,
Hiram, and Carnegie Mellon, most of whom
the Engineers have never played.
Brenda Davis, entering her third season
as the helm of the volleyball team, has com-
piled a 14-33 overall record. Last year's
team dramatically improved on the inaugural
season's 3-15 finish with an 11-15 mark. A
.500 mark is within reach this year, despite
the conference change.
-We need to play the best volleyball we
can." said Davis of this season's prospects.
-We have a very positive attitude, and this is
the hardest working group I've ever had
here."
The core of last year's team will return
for another gO this year, including senior
Amber Ashlock, juniors Kate Buchanan and
Beth Nixon, and sophomores Maggie Lowry
,and Jenny _McGuire. Although there are only
five returning upperclassmen, Davis stresses
that it is their quality, not their quantity.
"This group of leadership is the best ever,"
she commented.
The newcomers to the team include Kate
Daniel. Fiona Haulter, Jennifer Krause, Kara
Strahle, who has an injured shoulder, and
Michelle Unger, all of whom earned high
praise from Davis.
Davis was also excited about playing in
the SCAC, noting that, "...the competition
will be tierce. It's [the SCAC1 larger and
more competitive. I look forward to seeing
the competition."
The Engineers are also looking forward
to the annual Rose-Hulman Invitational next
weekend. Their first ever SCAC match
comes up on Homecoming weekend in
Sewannee, Tennessee against Oglethorpe
University as part of the SCAC Divisional
Tournament.
1998 Engineer Hall of Fame Inductees
The following former student-athletes will be inducted into the Engineer Hall of
Fame in a ceremony during halftime of this Saturday's game against Washington.
Darin Bryan Sports Information Dirctor
Brian Cavagnini ME, '86 Track and Football
Jack Grote EE, '85 Football
Martin Jones CS, '85 Track and Field
Peter Klinger EE, 1896 Cycling
Watson Klinger EE, 1896 Cycling
Anthony Lenox EV, '82 Track and Field
Mark Mayfield ME, '87 Baseball
Grant Sharp FE, '87 Football and Baseball
David Urbanek . ME, '88 Basketball
14i
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The men's soccer team lost an exhibition game at Wabash this past
Saturday, 3-1. More important, perhaps, is that starting forward Keoni
Sundseth sprained his right ankle during warm-ups. Sophomore Kyle
Kindle scored the Engineers' goal, assisted by Robie Meyers.
 The football press box will be dedicated to Darin Bryan, former
Sports Information Director, this Saturday at halftime. Darin Bryan
died in car accident this past June. He was an invaluable asset to this
newspaper and to the Institute in general and we will all miss him.
 .Four Engineers were named to the preseason football All-SCAC
team. They were linebacker Bryan Hagleskamp, offensive linesman
Randy Sible, defensive linesman Jon Hulsman, and quarterback Eric
Hyten.
 Pole-vaulter Ryan Loftus, who graduated in June, was named the
GTE/CoSIDA All-American Athlete of the Year. This is the top award
that a Division III athlete can win.
 Another recent graduate, Jimmy Costa, was named first-team
baseball Academic All-American. Costa played first base for the
Engineers.
 Both the men's and women's tennis teams earned ITA Academic
Honors. This puts Rose-Hulman in a class of only six Division HI
schools with this distinction.
 Rose-Hulman was selected as the site for this year's SCAC Fall
Sports Festival, which will be held November sixth and seventh. Rose
will also have the honor of hosting the SCAC Volleyball Tournament
and the men's and women's cross country conference championship
meets that same weekend.
V IT
An exercise in being open-minded
Are you interested in...
• having an environment free from prejudice'?
• promoting awareness of HIV issues on
campus?
• inviting guests to discuss issues relating to
discrimination and harassment?
So are we! Come see how you
can be part of it.
Join us for our first meeting on
Tuesday, September 8 at 7 p.m.
in the Reading Room of the Union.
' Former student named new SID
by Peter Anderson
Thorn Editor-in-Chief
Kevin Lanke, a 1997 Rose-Hulman gradu-
ate with an economics degree, was named the
new Sports Information Director (SID) effective
July 6.
"It's wonderful to have a chance to come
home,- Lanke said.
The responsibilities of the SID include
writing releases about events going on at Rose-
Hulman, keeping statistics, writing game sum-
maries, organizing radio and television inter-
views on campus and maintaining the athletic
web page.
"My goals are to see Rose-Hulman athletes
receive the media attention they deserve for
their athletic and academic accomplishments,-
Linke said.
Last year, Lanke coordinated all public
relations activities for the Indiana Collegiate
Athletic Conference (ICAC) as the SID of the
NCAA Division III conference.
"I've always been a sports fan growing up,"
Lanke said. "I would watch games on television
and keep stats, and in high school I kept stilts for
local radio broadcasts, so sports information
seemed like a natural fit.-
In his four years at Rose-Hulman, Lanke
worked in the sports information department
and worked for the radio. Lanke has broadcast
Rose-Hulman, Indiana State and high school
sports events for WTHI in Terre Haute. His
senior year. Lanke was the first student to be
awarded the John Mutchner Award for support
of the athletic department.
"That was very special because I came to
Rose-Hulman basketball games when John
Mutchner was the coach and I guess I under-
suxxl how important he was to Rose-Hulman,
so it was quite an honor to receive an award in
his name," Lanke said.
Lanke is currently pursuing a master's
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7:15 & 9:15 El
Godzilla
7:00 & 9:30 CEO
Properties with the college student in mind
9 and 12 month leases available
640 S 7th St. 4 bedroom house
9 mo.: $630 + util., 12 mo.: $550 + util.
1217 S 19th St. 3 bedroom part. furn. apt.
9 mo.: $565 + elec., 12 mo.: $500 + elec.
1601 S 9th St. #2 2 bedroom part. furn. apt.
9 mo.: $375 FREE util., 12 mo.: $350 FREE
825 S 19th St. 4+ bedroom part. furn. house
9 mo.: $625 + util., 12 mo.: $525 + util.
1513 Wabash Ave. 1 bedroom + loft









kjAEASRAIWNOF INDIAN& INC Mk MUSINGOPPORTINITI
SNTSEN 
Jet away from it all at our
2AMPING OVERNIGHT in
AcCormick's Creek State Park Fri,
Sept. II, 5:00 p.m. to Sat., Sept. 12,
5:00 p.m. Register by Sept. 9 at
.,• Jnited Ministries Center, 321 N 7th
St., or call 232-0186. It's a great
way to meet new friends!
ie a clown! JOIN THE JOY
vIAKERS Wed., Sept. 9, 6:00 p.m..
Jnited Ministries Center, 321 N 7th
St., 232-0186. Be a part of the
:lown ministry which performs in
:hurches and for community
groups. No experience necessary.
Rehearsals will be each Monday at
5:00 p.m. beginning Sept. 14.)
lOY MAKERS (Clown Ministry)
EHEARSALS each Monday at
5:00 p.m. beginning Sept. 14 at
Jnited Ministries Center, 321 N 7th
.4., 232-0186. If you've always
wanted to be a clown, or are one




throughout the semester we will
celebrate in word, prayer and song
at an informal worship at 5:30 p.m.,
then serve a free, home-cooked
dinner afterward at 6:15.
(Reservations for dinner by Wed. is
helpful.) Come to either or both at
United Ministries Center. 321 N 7th
St.. 232-0186.
QUESTIONS OF FAITH AND
LIFE on Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. is an
in-depth faith discussion group
especially for upperclass and
graduate students led by Dr. Bill
Hughes, Prof. of Music, and Rev.
Jack Die!, Campus Minister. It
begins Sept. 1 at United Ministries
Center, 321 N 7th St., 232-0186.
INTERCAMBIO CULTURAL
MAYA (Mission Project in
Mexico)" December 30. 1998-
January 9. 1999. Assist with
construction, medical and dental
projects in the Mayan village of
Solferino north of Cancun on the
Yucatan Peninsula. After the work
projects are completed, lesiurc
options may include time in Cancun
or on the island of Holbox or
touring the Mayan ruins on Tulum.
Space is limited! Apply by
September 23. For further
inlOrmation and to request
applications call the United
Ministries Center. 321 N 7th St..
232-0186.
BEING A PERSON OF FAITH ON
CAMPUS is a four-week discussion
on living Christian faith as a
student. You're invited! It will be
on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning
Sept. 8. You can ask the questions
and search for answers at the United
Ministries Center. 321 N 7th St..
232-0186.
HELP WANTED
Government job! $17K to $82K per
year. Paid training. Send $5 SASE
to United Income Producers, P.O.
Box 171, Danville. IL 61834-0171.
ROOMMATE WANTED 
Female roommate desired. 3-
bedroom duplex on South 7th St.
$178 per month plus utilities and
deposit. 242-9190.
FOR RENT
4 bedroom. 2 bath furnished.
Large. clean. Upper and lower
available. Call 466-4925.
POLICIES
The Rose Thorn offers classified
advertisements less than 30 words
free to Rose-Hulman students,
faculty, and •student
organizations. For submissions of
more than 30 words, each
additional word is $0.10.
advertisements are $3.00 for the
first 30 words and $0.1 5 for each
additional word. Payments must
be made in advance: corrections
at our expense first week only.
The Rose Thorn reserves the right
to refuse advertising which the
editors judge to be discriminatory
on the basis of race, religion.
sexual orientation, or gender.
Also any advertisement which
promote violence, illegal
activities or is in bad taste will not
be considered for publication.
Submissions may be made at the
Thorn office. through campus mail
addressed to the Thorn, by entail-
ing thorn@rose-hulmon.cdu. or by
calling the Thorn office at
extension 8255. Deadline for
submissions is 5. p.m. the
Wednesday prior to publication.
Runs over one week must be
renewed weekly by contacting the
Thorn office. unless prior run
arrangements have been made.All other classified
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Top Ten Reasons
We are Afraid
to be Back at Rose
10. Unexpected software
9. Hall meetings / fire drills
8. Useless e-mail announcements







Submitted by the men of Scharpenberg Hall
Shameless Thorn Plug
Are you interested in joining the Thorn staff?
News reporters, sports reporters, features and
opinions writers, photographers, humorists and
cartoonists needed!!! Contact the Thorn at x8255.
or attend the first staff meeting and get some free
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0 ST ERIORS ARE
LIKE GOLDFISH. THEY




I HAVE THE BIGGEST
CHAIR. THAT WOULD
I GUESS THIS IS WHYGOLDFISHES DON'T
USE CHAIRS
